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Wishing You & 


Your Family 

eNI 

a Happy New Year! 


Lunch Buffet *9, Dinner >12.50 
Fully Licensed - Open 7 days 



Taking the 
plunge 

Dozens of people are jumping into 
Niagara’s waters this cold season, and 
one experts recommends caution. 
Page 3 


Holiday health 

Do you know where to turn for Niagara 
medical services during the holidays, or 
for that matter any time of the year? 
Page 13 
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A holiday feast for the community 
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□ CHRISTMAS 

Community comes together 



Volunteers pack meals to be delivered to homes for Christmas at Port Colborne High School. 


Volunteers serve Christmas dinner at Port Colborne High School. 



KVFirstOntario 

IS* PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 
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■ I’VE BEEN THINKING 

Tomorrow is a brand new day 


PASTOR GARYTOMIUCK the whitest Christmas possible for anyone. up once again into the highest heavens to lives with its joys and sorrows, it's tribula- 

Wainfleet Christian Congregation Church And the impossibility of the supernatural resume His rightful place as the complete dons and celebrations and we look ahead 



Shipwrecks - Carita 



GENERAL NOTICE: The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright and may be used only for personal, non-commercial purposes. All other rights are reserved and commercial use is 
prohibited. To make any use of this material you must first obtain the permission of the owner of the copyright. 

For further information, contact Greg Furminger. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Copyright in letters and other material submitted to the publisher and accepted for publication remains with the author, but the publisher and its licensees may freely 
reproduce them in print, electronic or other form. 
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LOCALNEWS 



GET THE LATEST 
BREAKING NEWS 

www.lnPortNews.ca 


What’s open and 
closed on Jan. 1 


for New Year's Day. 

LCBO and Beer Store outlets will be 
open until 6 p.m. New Year's Eve and 
closed New Year's Day. 

Most major retailers and banks will be 
closed Friday. 

Friday's collection of garbage, 
recycling and organic waste will instead 
be on Saturday. Christmas tree pickup is 
on Saturday, Jan. 9, starting 7 a.m. 

Most Niagara Region offices and 
facilities will be closed today and Friday. 

Town of Pelham offices close at noon 
Thursday and reopen Monday. 

The Tribune is not publishing a 
newspaper on New Year's Day. Visit www. 
wellandtribune.ca for the latest news 
during the holidays. 


^ HOLIDAY CHANGES IN WASTE 
COLLECTION 

Garbage, recycling and Green Bin collection will be deferred 
by one day on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 


Regular Waste 
Collection Day 

Changed to: 

Friday (Dec. 25) 

Saturday (Dec. 26) 

Friday (Jan. 1) 

Saturday (Jan. 2) 


<^> HOLIDAY GARBAGE EXEMPTIONS 

In the week following Christmas (Dec. 26,28,29,30,31), 
residents may place double their regular weekly garbage limit t< 
the curb on their collection day. 

^ CHRISTMASTREE COLLECTION 

• Saturday,Jan. 9,2016 ONLY 

• Christmas trees must be at the curb by 7 a.m. 

• Remove all ornaments and decorations 

• Christmas trees wrapped in plastic or buried in snow will not 
be collected. No artificial trees. 
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■ NEW YEAR'S EVE: Hotel rooms in tourist district to be booked solid despite no concert broadcast 

Niagara Falls ‘place to be’ even without live TV 


RAY SPITERI 

Postmedia Network 

Hotel rooms will be booked 
solid on New Year’s Eve even 
though the likes of Keith Urban or 
Demi Lovato won’t be on stage in 
Queen Victoria Park, tourism offi- 

“New Year's Eve will still be one 
of the busiest nights of the year 
at Fallsview Casino and Casino 
Niagara,” said Niagara Casinos 
spokesman Greg Medulun. 

“Our hotel is fully booked and 
we expect about 75,000 people to 
come and go from the two casi¬ 
nos by the time midnight rolls 

man Wayne Thomson acknowl¬ 
edged rates are “always good for 
the operators” on New Year’s Eve, 


but having a live televised show 
acts as an added incentive. 

“New Year’s Eve in Niagara Falls 
is the place to be.” 

Thomson also works for the 
Fallsview Group, which operates a 
handful of hotels in the busy tour¬ 
ism district. 

broadcast live from Niagara Falls 
for the past six years — and all- 
star calibre talent performed — 
many who packed Queen Victoria 
Park drove home after the show. 

Thomson said many of the peo¬ 
ple who stayed at hotels right in 
the tourist area for the night were 
the ones who also enjoyed other 

won’t change this year. 

He said the benefit of having 
live TV coverage across Canada 


on New Year’s Eve wasn’t neces¬ 
sarily for that night, but for future 

“Believe me, all the hotel 
rooms will be filled. It will be an 
extremely busy New Year’s Eve as 
it always is. Everybody is planning 
for it.” 

Tom Cochrane, former Styx 
singer Dennis DeYoung and 
former Great Big Sea singer Alan 
Doyle will all play the annual free 
concert in Queen Victoria Park. 
In mid December, Sarah Vazquez, 
vice-president of business devel¬ 
opment and marketing with 
Canadian Niagara Hotels, said 
they were close to selling out their 
2,200 rooms at six hotels in Nia¬ 
gara Falls. 

“Niagara Falls is a first-class 


PORTAL VILLAGE 


PORT COLBORNE 



PERSONALIZED SERVICE* 

Bring Your Vision Prescription to 

SMITH OPTICAL 

VISION & HEARING CARE 

905-835-6607 


1 


new beflexi 


TEST 
BEFORE 
YOU 
BUY 

beflexs from 
bernafon 6 

Lets you test 
up to 3 different performance 


ALL IN ONE UNIT 
CHOOSE THE BEST 
FOR YOUR UNIQUE 
HEARING LOSS 
Book your FREE TRIAL 
and HEARING TEST 
CALL 

SMITH OPTICAL 

VISION & HEARING CARE 

H'kg*HddiH 



destination and is top of mind for so 
many people, especially on New Year's 
Eve.” 

Vazquez said Canadian Niagara Hotels 
is not seeing a decline in rates because 
this year’s concert won’t be on live tele- 

"It's trending as it should be,” she said 
referring to the rates. 

“And there’s so much more that Nia¬ 
gara Falls offers, too. You have other 
entertainment, the casino, great dining 
and great hotels." 

Medulun said it’s “no secret” New 
Year’s Eve in Niagara Falls has estab¬ 
lished itself during the years as “iconic 
and a must-do experience” for locals and 
tourists. 

"Local tourism stakeholders, including 
the casino, the Parks and the city, have 
invested significant dollars into the event 
this year, and while it will not be tele¬ 


vised, the free live concert still promises 
to be a hot spot for fun and a great place 
to ring in the newyear.” 

Mayor Jim Diodati said even with no 
live televised broadcast, the city still has 
the great attraction that is the falls itself. 
That keeps the Honeymoon Capital at 
the top of the bucket list for many people 
around the world. 

And he said while hotel rooms right 
around the falls may be booked solid, 
visitors will still be able to find rooms in 
the city. 

“The Fallsview area is always the first to 
go, but there will be lots of rooms availa¬ 
ble,” said Diodati. “We have a significant 
amount ofbed and breakfasts, and we'll 
have great transportation, even after mid¬ 
night, to get people around.” 

ray.spiteri@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @RaySpiteri 



DIFFERENT is BETTER 

Isn’t it time you INSURE DIFFERENT? 



Mark Guilbeault & Associates Ltd 
Insurance Professionals 

220 Main St West, Phone: 289-836-7999 
www.insuredifferent.ca 
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B MUSIC 



Musicians team up for new PAC series 


Performing Arts Centre wiU have local 
musicians sharing the stage with inter¬ 
national artists. 

The Hear! Here! Niagara Music Series 
kicks off Ian. 3 with house band The Mark 
Lalama Trio playing with Juno-winning 
singer/songwriter Marc Jordan and St. 
Catharines performer Whitney Pea. 

Performing arts centre marketing man¬ 
ager Sara Palmieri says each show will be 
an eclectic mix of songs and storytelling. 

“Think Levon Helm's Midnight Ram¬ 
bles meets Elvis Costello’s Spectacle .” 


The Mark Lalama Trio consists of Nia- 
gara musicians Mark Lalama, Davide 
DiRenzo and Rich Moore. 

Jordan, husband of Canadian singer 
Amy Sky, has written songs for Rod Stew¬ 
art, Cher, Joe Cocker and Josh Groban. 

The series continues Feb. 14 with 
Kevin Breit and Beth Moore, March 13 
with Suzie Vinmck and Joe Lapinski, and 
April 3 with Ian Thomas and an artist to 
be announced. 

Tickets are $35 per show, or $100 for 
all four. For more information, visit www. 
firstontariopac.ca. 




Canadian Tire Corporation has meant many things to many Canadians over the years. Canadian Tire has been operating in Port Colborne for many years now. The new ownership 
of Canadian Tire Port Colborne would like to know what Port Colborne residents think about the Port Colborne store or offer any suggestions or ideas on what we can do to 
improve our service or presence in the community and surrounding area. This could include comments on pricing, stock, merchandising or any aspect of our operations. And if 
there is something that we are doing right, please lets us know that too! 

Please provide your comments below and drop off at your Canadian Tire Port Colborne Store: In return we will put all the sheets into a ballot box for a chance to win a Canadian 
Tire Gilt Card valued at $500.00 


_If more space is required please feel free to us 


ALL Entries will be entered to win one $500 Canadian Tire Gift Card. Please drop off this comments sheet to the Customer Service desk. 
Draw will be held onTuesday January 5th, 2016. 
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Thank You To Our Lead Campaign Sponsors 

3UNI 

Ml 


CountryOQ 

Today’s best Country! UU 


United Way 

South Niagara 

unitedwaysouthniagara. 


United Way South Niagara 
2015 Campaign 

Please Give Generously 


Ignite possibility in your community. 
Please give generously, 
unitedwaysouthniagara.ca 



GETTHE LATEST 
BREAKING NEWS 

www.lnPortNews.ca 
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□ THEATRE 



USA HORNER NORM FOSTER 


Foster Festival adds 
familiar faces to casting 


JOHN LAW 

Postmedia Network 

More casting has been announced for 
the inaugural season of The Foster Fes- 

Shaw Festival audiences. 

Marla McLean, Helen Taylor and Lisa 
Horner, who have all performed at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake company in recent 
seasons, have been added to the cast of 
Halfway to the North Pole, the final show 
of The Foster Festival season. 

The new company is devoted to the 
works of Canadian author Norm Foster, 


Foster himself will join artistic director 
Patrician Vanstone on stage for On a First 
Name Basis to open the season in June. 

Niagara actors Melanie Janzen and 
Jamie Williams will star in the second 
show of the season, Here on the Flight 
Path, opening in July. 

Halfway to the North Pole, the first sea¬ 
son’s world premiere, opens in August. 

All shows will be performed at FirstOn- 
tario Performing Arts Centre In St. 
Catharines. Tickets are available at the 
box office or by phoning 1-855-515-0722. 

Vanstone has also announced Merid- 
ianCreditUnionas the founding sponsor 
for the company's first season. 


333 Davis Street 

(on the corner-next to Home Hardware) 

Port Colborne 

C p | V M |m Phone: 905-834-4541 

“Lumber merchants 
TIMBER MART since 1810” 
www.timbermart.ca/sherk 


QUALITY BUILT 


SHEDS TO GO 



“Save the HST on all display sheds’’ 

Visit our display court on Welland St. at Bell St. Cnlborne 


TAXLESS TUESDAY - JAN. 19 th 

(We pay the HST on all in stock, 
reg. priced items, cash & carry) 

Every third Tuesday of the month 
























THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31,2015 ■ INPORT NEWS 



well beat 
anyone! 


GIANT TIGER 

— your saveoneverything store — 

200 Fitch Street Welland 

)omut! B 30 | GIANT TIGER 

WATCH, PIN, POST, LIKE, FOLLOW OR TWEET 1 ^ 
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Tis the season to donate blood 
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■ HEALTH 





People urged to choose 
appropriate level of care 



LOOK IN THURSDAY'S PAPER FOR YOUR M&M FLYER! 




SHARE SAVOUR CELEBRATE 


M&M 


4 DAYS ONLY 


s Offer valid Dec. 31,2015 until Jan. 3,2016! 
S BONELESS CHICKEN CHUNKS JP Of 


•6 9S 


LOWEST PRICE OF THE YEAR! 


4LBLASAGNAi.8ik 9 /4ib 


ALL PRICES IN EFFECT UNTIL THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2016 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 

CHECK STORE FOR EXTENDED HOLIDAY HOURS. 


i Ave. 905-682-3121 Niagara Falls 6225 Thorold Stone Rd. 905-354-0186 
St. 905-646-8812 Grimsby 36 Main St. E. 905-945-9400 

Ave. 905-682-6328 Welland 30 Rice Rd. 905-735-6819 


.com for individual store hours. |]@[? 


re the MAX special logo are exclusive to registered M&M MAX customers. Simply present your MAX card, or sign up for 
a FREE MAX membership in-store or online, to take advantage of these MAX discounts. 



LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK 

facebook.com/ 
InPort News 
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/z^YEAR 
new LOOK 

new YOU 


Experiencgtthe convenience 
vision with Lasik Provision. 


NEW YEAR BLOW OUT SALE! 


O V 1 S c 0 r 


Dr. Andrew W Taylor 
M.D. F.R.C.S.C, Dip. A.B.O. 


1-888-510-20201905-371-3217 
www.lasikprovision.com 
6800 Morrison Street, 
Niagara Falls, Ontario 


BOOK NOW! 

LIMITED TIME OFFER 



www.lnPortNews.ca 
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□ EMPLOYMENT 


Don’t wait to apply for 
summer job funding program 


ALLAN BENNER 

Postmedia Network 

There’s a limited time to apply for a pro¬ 
gram that will help small businesses bring 
in some extra help this summer, while pro¬ 
viding more summer jobs for students. 

Niagara Centre MP Vance Badawey is 
urging local businesses to take advantage 
of the Canada Summer Jobs program as 
soon as possible. 

“This is huge,” Badawey said. 

He said in addition to providing summer 
job opportunities for students from 15 to 30 
years of age who are planning to return to 
their studies, the program "also gives busi¬ 
nesses the opportunity to offset their bot¬ 
tom line by getting federal dollars." 

The funding is for non-profit corpora¬ 
tions, public-sector employers as well as 
small businesses with fewer than 50 work- 

Application deadline is Feb. 26, and 
funding will be available to successful 
applicants allowing them to hire students 
by May. 

“It's imperative that the people who want 
to get involved in this program get those 
applications in now, because the deadline 
is coming up,” Badawey said. “That’s a criti¬ 
cal program for people to know about both 


YOUTH 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

Canada’s youth unemployment rate 
is currently more than 13 per cent; for 
students returning to school, it’s more 
than 16 per cent. 

In comparison, the national 
unemployment rate for people 25 and 
older is about six per cent. 


in the public sector, as well as the private 

The program provides non-profit organ¬ 
izations with up to 100 per cent of the 
costs of hiring students, while public-sec- 

receive up to 50 per cent of the costs. 

Additional funding may be provided 
for hiring students with disabilities of up 
to $3,000 per student, to pay for any spe¬ 
cial tools or adaptations required by the 
worker. 

A media release about the program 
said its focus will be on summer jobs that 
are important to local communities, such 
as organizing special sporting or cultural 



ICE HOCKEY 

U18 WOMEN’S WORLD 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

CANADA 

St. Catharines 


Tickets on Sale Now 

HockeyCanada.ca/2016Niagara 
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LOCALNEWS 


■ BOXING DAY: Seaway Mall sees steady stream of shoppers 

Bargain hunting in season 


FRANKIIKEMAN Parking lots at Niagara Square and 

Postmedia Network the Walmart plaza in Niagara Falls 



EARN MONEY FOR 
YOUR ORGANIZATION! 

Fundraise with the Tribune and National Post by selling subscriptions to 



It's Easy. We give you a great rate, 
order forms and help you get started. 


For every 1 year t £ f 

subscription you sell, | 

you will receive J \J ■ 


subscriptions 

$ 1000 


Great for Sports Teams, 

Schools, Girl Guides & Your Organization! 

A great way to offset your organizations’ expenses such as team 
uniforms, tournament fees, hotels, transportation, equipment and 
much, much more! 

For more information: 

Karin Vanderzee, 905-684-7251 ext 581165 • Karin.Vanderzee@sunmedia.ca 

MTTOMTfPOST "TRIBUNE 
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on service 


OPENING JANUARY 6TH! 

OIL & FILTER CHANGE RUSTPROOFING 
DETAILING PACKAGES WINDSHIELD REPAIR 
WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT 

IRCARRIAGE E99 

PROTECTION 



TEMPERATURES 
< ARE FALLING 

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON A 


r *9t* >> WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS 

♦•.Maintenance • furnaces • air conditioning _ 

BOB REID 




when the electricity fails... 

How will you be AFFECTED ? 




i 


Cornell Feenstra Electric Ltd. 

All Types of Electrical Installation 
Pole Line Installation & Aerial Bucket Thick Service 

Call: 905-899-2373 • Fax: 905-899-2383 


4 


- 


t i* 


905 - 892 


BE- M 

- 7787 n- 


SHERK 


Ml 


TIMBER MART 

"Lumber merchants since 1810 " 

333 Davis Street 

(next to Home Hardware) 

Port Colborne, ON L3K 1Z5 

Phone: 905 - 834-4541 
Fax: 905 - 834-5100 

Website: www.timbermart.ca/sherk 


KITCHENSPECIALISTS | 

m 

Dealers for Cabinetsmith and Classic Brand Cabinetry 



Reach Over 

20,000 Readers! 

WITH YOUR MESSAGE 
IN THIS SPACE 

For Only $ 25°° Per Week 
Based on 13 Weeks 


Call 905-732-2414 x.503260 


ills & Coins Complimentary Caps 24-^^ 

Q A to Purest R/O Water 
Always Open /1 H J 

Water T 

4 Automatic Fill Station s -BmndNew 
31953 Hwy 3 - Wainfleet Village 



LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

facebook.com/lnPort News 
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on service 


USA MADDALENA M.Sc., N.D. 

Naturaopathic Doctor 



J.SNEEK PLUMBING 


GOSPEL FOLIO PRESS 

Bookstore and Distribution Center 


304 Killaly St. W v Port Colbome * (905)835-9166 > www.gospelfoHo.ee 


RENOVATIONS/ADDITIONS 
WATER BACKUP SYSTEMS 
FULLY INSURED/GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP 




C Computers 

AVhere traditional customer service 
meets modern technology" 


SERVICE | UPGRADES | REPAIRS | USED COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


250 Kent St. Port Colborne : graham@scccomputers.com 

1905-834-6333 www.scccomputers.com ^ 



COME DANCE WITH 

DANCE EXPRESSIONS IN 
Offering Classes in 

• Ballet • Pointe • Tap • Jazz 

• Lyrical • Hip Hop • Modern 
for Students 3 years to Adult 

Training Dancers and Dance Teachers 
in our Community for over 40 Years 
183 Main Street East, Rear Unit, Port Colbor 



www.dance-expressions.ca 

905-834-0077 

u 

_ 

_ 

““555^555^55 55 

| '•'* •’•••••• I 

„,.«s.oo 

555-555.5555 

1 Certified Pre-Owned Vehicles 1; 

| 1 



Find It In The Classifieds 
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HHARVEST 


Grape crop stages late season comeback 


DON FRASER 

Postmedia Network 

It had been a second bi 


tal winter, one most unkind to 
vineyards. 

During 2014, low temper¬ 
atures in some parts of the 


region dipped below -20°C 
through the worst of the 
freeze-up. 

Last winter provided 


a repeat of those wintery 

Earlier this year, Niagara 
grape grower Bill George 



feared the worst. 

“In January and February 
I didn't think we would have 
a crop at all, given tempera¬ 
tures we were seeing through 
the winter” said George. “But 
it did turn out to be somewhat 
better than we expected.” 

Numbers continue to be 
down following two hard win¬ 
ters, but Ontario’s grape grow¬ 
ers have still topped last year's 
harvest. 

Grape Growers of Ontario 
reported its vineyards in the 
2015 growing season have 
produced 52,888 tonnes of 
grapes with farm gate value of 
$62.38 milli on, as of Dec. 1. 

That tonnage compares to 
52,716 from the 2014 harvest 
that followed a more serious 


some vineyards. 

In comparison, 2013’s har¬ 
vest was a record bumper 
crop at 80,548 tonnes, accord¬ 
ing to the Grape Growers. 

cent of a provincial grape ton¬ 
nage that amounts to 69 per 
cent of the Canadian total. 


of around 67,000 tonnes (or 
more) we should have,” said 
George, who is also chair 
of the Grape Growers. “So I 
think the growers are feeling 
the impact of the last two win- 


Debbie Zimmerman, Grape 
Growers' CEO, said tonnages 
were up with some varie¬ 
ties like Merlot, “where we 
thought we'd be in a situation 
where we'd be a lot worse... it 
was one of the varieties where 


“So some growers actually 
had a good year, compared 
to other growers who were 
definitely down anywhere to 
about 25 per cent. 

“There was varying ton¬ 
nages all around us,” Zimmer¬ 
man added. 

She said warm days in 

helped with the grapes, which 
are showing decent sugar 
counts — a big measure of 
quality. 

Other area tender fruit did 
not fare badly this year, said 
Kevin Ker, a research associ¬ 
ate with the Brock University 
Cool Climate Oenology and 
Viticulture Institute. 

“Stone fruits had really 
good cropping this year, 
and most of the trees come 
through pretty well,” said Ker, 
who is also an independent 
grape and tender-fruit crop 
consultant. 

“We avoided a couple of 
close (frost kill) calls with 
crops and the season started 
really early. We got out of the 
gate fast this year." 

Fruit quality was also 
decent, said Kerr. 

“And on the grape side, the 
yields were actually higher 
than expected coming out of 
that winter,” he said. 

“Those yields actually came 
out pretty good ... Septem¬ 
ber and October saved our 
bacon, as we had such a glo¬ 
rious fall." 

don.fraser@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @don_standard 



BINNJS ojmm C@Nj! 

Look no further to get professional 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 
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e Classifieds 

inpoitnews.ca/classifieds 



Phone: 1-866-541-6757 • Fax: 1-866-485-8461 • Email: inportnews.classifieds@sunmedia.ca 







66 Advertisers - Expand 
your Marketing Reach ^ 

Contact a Multimedia Marketing Specialist here! 


ATTRACT NEW CUSTOMERS TO FURTHER 
GROW YOUR BUSINESS. 



' Thinking 

about HOW 
you 

Recycle 


Please recycle 
this newspaper 
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Corner of Maple Ave. and Prince Charles Drive 


FRESH PORK POPO'SHOJof Hill 

ITALIAN SAUSAGE 





FOREST HAM ^ 

CUT FROM CANADA AAA BCCF 

BONELESS 

BEEF STEW 

roaSIeif# 4$ 


mm 


CUT FROM CANADA AA, AAA BCIF 

BONELESS 

SIRLOIN T 
ROAST 


























































